
CLUB ELECTIONS 
 

We held our election for officers for 2016/17.  All 

previous officers offered to run again for the positions that 

they held in 2015/16.  The following were unanimously 

elected for another one term.  Patrick Kroeger, Director, 

Robert Thacker, Vice- Director, Tom Burtch, Secretary 

and Al Robinson, Treasurer.  Thanks to our membership 

for your confidence in our elected officers, we are 

successful due to all of you! 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

OCTOBER MEETING AND PICNIC 
 

The October meeting and Picnic was held on October 

22nd at John Chesnut Park in Eastlake FL.  Weather was 

perfect and we had a great time.  Seven members brought 

some of their vehicles so we had a mini car show that 

attracted more than a few park visitors.  Vehicles that 

were in attendance were Al Robinson’s 1934 Chevrolet 

Master, Patrick Kroeger’s 1936 GMC T-14, Hal Bruce’s 

1969 Chevelle SS, Tom Burtch’s 1932 Chevrolet 

Roadster, Andy Swaney’s 1965 Chevrolet C-10, Robert 

Bernstel’s 1965 Chevrolet C-10 and Howard Seymour’s 

1970 Chevrolet  ½ ton.  Looking forward to our next 

Meeting and Picnic in March. 
 

  

 PICNIC PICTURES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

Any items that you would like to see in the Newsletter, 

tech articles, photos, etc. please send to me 

pkroeger@tampabay.rr.com. 
 

Any of our members that we only have a mailing address 

for, please consider either giving us your email address or 

acquiring an email address.  Two reasons for doing so, 

one your newsletter is delayed due to having to mail it and 

secondly there are many website links that are attached in 

the newsletter that you can access by having an electronic 

version of the newsletter.  Thanks. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

MEMBER INFORMATION 
 

Welcome back Howard and Emily Seymour and Andy 

and Maureen Swaney. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

  NEXT MEETING DATE, TIME & LOCATION 

 

Our November monthly meeting will be on November 

17 at 7:00 p.m.  It will be held at Bob Thacker’s shop at 

6709 114th Ave, Pinellas Park located a block west of 

66th St., just north of Bryan Dairy Road. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
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BAY AREA CORVETTE SHOW 

 

The Gulf Coast Region of the VCCA was in attendance at the Bay Area Corvette show at Dimmit Chevrolet in 

Clearwater FL on October 8th.  Patrick Kroeger had his 1936 GMC T-14, Tom Burtch and his 1932 Chevrolet 

Roadster and Robert Bernstel with his 1965 Chevrolet C-10.  Fortunately the weather was good, but shade was 

in short supply.  Patrick and Tom’s vehicles were in the Vintage class and they were first and second in that class 

respectfully.  As a side note Patrick’s GMC was the only non-Chevrolet on the show field.  Looking forward to 

more club participation in next years’ show. 
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Four reasons for this picture: one, St. Louis was the manufacturing location for Corvettes until production 

moved to Bowling Green, KY; two, my wife Debbie is from the St. Louis area; three, construction of the arch; 

and four, who doesn’t like Shriners?  Picture is from 1964(?) taken during the construction of the Gateway Arch.   

The Gateway Arch is a 630-foot (192 m) monument in St. Louis in the U.S. state of Missouri.  Clad in stainless 

steel and built in the form of an inverted, weighted catenary arch, it is the world's tallest arch, the tallest man-

made monument in the Western Hemisphere, and Missouri's tallest accessible building.  Built as a monument to 

the westward expansion of the United States, it is the centerpiece of the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial 

and has become an internationally famous symbol of St. Louis.  The arch sits at the site of St. Louis' founding on 

the west bank of the Mississippi River.  The Gateway Arch was designed by Finnish-American architect Eero 

Saarinen in 1947; construction began on February 12, 1963, and was completed on October 28, 1965, for 

$13 million (equivalent to $190 million in 2015). The monument opened to the public on June 10, 1967.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

FOR SALE: Headlight lenses.  Good used original lenses for all Chevrolet car and truck applications from 

1929-1939.  Get your spares for $12 each.  Tom Burtch (727) 203-5179 or tomsoldcarhobby@yahoo.com 

 

WANTED:  Rust free floor pan for 1937 Chevrolet car.  Consider body shell or project car if floor is solid.  

Tom Burtch (727) 203-5179 or tomsoldcarhobby@yahoo.com 

 

NOTE: 

Items listed will run for two issues and then deleted.  Any member is free to list items and we ask that price be 

included.  Send items to Patrick Kroeger at pkroeger@tampabay.rr.com 
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There is something sad about abandoned vehicles left out in a field, forgotten and left to the elements to eventually 

disappear to unrecognizable pieces of metal.  Here we have a 1936 GMC and a 1938 GMC left for dead.  As most 

of you know, the life of a truck is usually brutal, used and abused and replaced when the tool no longer does what 

was expected. 
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Minutes of VCCA Gulf Coast Region monthly meeting October 22, 2016 

 

Attendance: 

1. Andy Swaney 

2. Bob Thacker   

3. Roy McGreevy 

4. Tom Burtch   

5. Hal Bruce   

6. Jim Blanton 

7. Howard Seymour 

8. Bob Bernstel 

9. Pat Kroeger   

10. Al Robinson   

 

Meeting Location: John Chestnut Park, Palm Harbor FL. 

The meeting was called to order by Patrick Kroeger at 1:15 PM, immediately following the picnic. 

 

Minutes: 

Minutes of 9/15/16 meeting were accepted as distributed. 

 

President’s comments: 

Patrick Kroeger welcomed all to the combined picnic and monthly meeting.  Several spouses/significant others attended 

and many drove their old cars or trucks.  The weather was perfect and again the picnic was a great success.  Special 

thanks to Jim Blanton for managing the barbeque and to all who brought delicious side dishes. 

 

Treasurers Report and Membership Update: 

Al Robinson reported that our bank balance stands at $736.02 and we now have 24 members.  Al reminded us that the 

2017 membership ($20 for renewing members) is due.  Please remember to use the new form on our website 

(www.gulfcoastvcca.com) when submitting your dues. 

 

Election of Officers 

Patrick reported that the current officers all offered to stand for re-election and no other members expressed interested 

in these positions.  The following officers were unanimously re-elected for a one year term through October, 2017: 

 

President: Patrick Kroeger 

Vice President: Bob Thacker 

Secretary: Tom Burtch 

Treasurer: Al Robinson 

 

Survey results 

Tom Burtch presented a summary of the membership survey about interest in various activities.  Thirteen surveys were 

returned and activities in order of interest were: 

1 Old car museum tour 

2 Business tour (e.g. Realistic Restorations) 

3 Picnic 

4 Group visit or monthly meeting at members’ “garages” 

5 Car cruise or informal tour (no trophies) 

6 Car show 

7 Swap meet (old car parts) 

8 Breakfast/lunch tour (old cars optional) 
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There were also some “write in” ideas:  

 

- Group tours 

- Members home meetings 

- Old car displays – at retirement homes, et. 

 

Roy McGreevy noted that meetings at members’ homes should be considered along with members’ “garages” as 

locations for monthly meetings and offered to host at his place in the future. 

 

Please review the survey results and we will take time at the next meeting for any additional comments.  Additional 

survey details as handed out at the meeting are attached. 

 

Club activities and fund raising ideas: 

Al Robinson mentioned an open house at the Toy Makers of Eastlake workshop on the grounds of the East Lake United 

Methodist church at 2801 East Lake Road in Palm Harbor on October 29.  This is a group that makes and donates wooden 

toys for children and they have invited members to bring their old car or truck for display at the event.  Last year Al 

attended with his 1934 Chev that had the wooden body framing exposed while he was preparing to install an interior and 

this was a big hit! 

 

The proposed location for our 2017 car show in October is the East Lake United Methodist church lot.  Patrick will work 

with Al to settle on a date so that we can lock in and start to publicize it early in the year. 

 

Patrick plans on ordering some more club tee shirts in various sizes.  We need to order a minimum of 12 at a time so if 

anyone is considering a shirt, please contact Patrick (pkroeger@tampabay.rr.com) with size requests.  Roy McGreevy 

will also include an ad in the monthly newsletter with information on ordering shirts. 

 

Tom Burtch will have Gulf Coast Region information and the VCCA banner at his swap meet space (row 3 #15) at the 

Zephyrhills show on October 27-30.  The show is at the Festival Park in Zephyrhills.  Weather forecast is great so I hope 

to see a great crowd there and to make some new VCCA contacts. 

 

Upcoming car shows: 

Shows mentioned: 

November 12 – Sylvan Abbey United Methodist Church – 2817 Sunset Point Road in Safety Harbor 

November 12 – Christ Church, 1111 Indiana Ave. in Palm Harbor 

November 15 – CW Bill Young VA Med Center – 10000 Bay Pines Blvd. St. Petersburg  

 

Next meeting: 

Next meeting will be at 7 PM on Thursday November 17 at 6709 114th Ave. in Pinellas Park.  A block west of 66th 

street, Just north of Bryan Dairy Rd.  This is the workshop where Bob Thacker and Dave Cardinal store and work on 

their old Chevrolet cars. 

 

The December year end meeting and party will be at a restaurant.  It will likely be at Captain Jack’s in Tarpon Springs 

or Mugs restaurant in south Clearwater.  Both offer dedicated meeting spaces for groups.  We will check availability and 

confirm the location at the November meeting.  Please mark your calendars for Thursday December 15. 

 

50/50 Draw: 

The 50/50 draw was won by Hal Bruce who generously donated his winnings of $50.00 back to the club.  Thanks Hal 

for your generosity. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:42 PM. 

 

Minutes prepared by: Tom Burtch, Secretary - VCCA Gulf Coast Region 
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Attachment – survey summary 

 

 
 

 


